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BY-LAW NO RCM-111 

 

BY-LAW ENACTING A SUBSIDIZED INSPECTION AND SUPPORT PROGRAM TO IMPROVE THE 
RESILIENCE OF CERTAIN BUILDINGS TO CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
 

Notice of motion January 19, 2026 

Tabling and presentation January 19, 2026 

Adoption February 16, 2026 

Entry into force February 23, 2026 

 
 

Regular meeting of the municipal council of the City of Dorval held on February 16, 2026, at 

7 p.m. Mayor Marc Doret presides over the meeting. 

 
---oOo--- 

 
 

WHEREAS global climate change has significant impacts on municipal infrastructure; 

 

WHEREAS the risks of extreme precipitation events are increasing in the context of climate change; 
 

WHEREAS the City of Dorval was severely affected by the heavy rainfall of August 9, 2024, and 
July 13, 2025; 
 
WHEREAS the powers conferred on local municipalities in matters of environment, sanitation, 
nuisances, and safety are set out in section 4 of the Municipal Powers Act (CQLR, chapter C-47.1); 
 
WHEREAS pursuant to section 90 of the Municipal Powers Act (CQLR, chapter C-47.1), a local 
municipality may grant any assistance it considers appropriate with respect to the matters of 
environment, sanitation, nuisances, and safety; 
 
WHEREAS the exception provided under section 90 of the Municipal Powers Act (CQLR, chapter 
C-47.1) with respect to the Municipal Aid Prohibition Act (CQLR, chapter I-15) allows local municipalities 
to assist the owners of immovable properties to comply with the obligation to install an apparatus 
intended to reduce the risk of malfunction of a water supply system or sewer system and keep the 
apparatus in good working order; 
 
WHEREAS the City has adopted By-law RCM-79-2020 Concerning the Use of Drinking Water, By-law 
RCM-80-2020 Respecting the Administration of Drinking Water and Sewer Networks, Zoning By-law 
RCM-60A-2015, as well as all their respective amendments; 
 
WHEREAS a local municipality may, by by-law, establish an environmental restoration program and 
grant a subsidy for work on an immovable consistent with that program, as well as any other assistance 
program, notwithstanding the Municipal Aid Prohibition Act (CQLR, chapter I-15), under section 92 of the 
Municipal Powers Act (CQLR, chapter C-47.1), particularly to address issues of nuisance, sanitation, or 
safety arising from deficient waste water evacuation and treatment systems; 
 
WHEREAS the City of Dorval wishes to adopt a program aimed at improving the environment, sanitation, 
and safety of properties vulnerable to flooding and sewer backups, in accordance with sections 4, 90 , 
and 92 of the Municipal Powers Act (CQLR, chapter C-47.1); 
 
WHEREAS notice of motion of Draft By-law RCM-111 Enacting a Subsidized Inspection and Support 
Program to Improve the Resilience of Certain Buildings to Climate Change, was given at the regular 
meeting of municipal council held on January 19, 2026; 
 
WHEREAS Draft By-law RCM-111 Enacting a Subsidized Inspection and Support Program to Improve 
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the Resilience of Certain Buildings to Climate Change, was tabled at the regular meeting of the municipal 
council held on January 19, 2026; 
 
The municipal council hereby decrees as follows: 
 
 
CHAPTER I  PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS 
 
Division 1  Declaratory Provisions 
 

Section 1 Preamble 
 
The preamble of this by-law forms an integral part hereof. 
 
Section 2 Establishment of the program 
 
The municipal council hereby enacts the Subsidized Inspection and Support Program to Reduce the 
Vulnerability of Certain Buildings in the City of Dorval to Flooding and Sewer Backups, hereinafter 
referred to as the Inspection Program.  
 
Section 3 Objectives of the Program 
 
The purpose of the Inspection Program is to reduce the vulnerability of buildings that have been 
affected by an Eligible Disaster, as defined in this by-law, resulting from flooding and sewer backups, 
by providing eligible residents with a free inspection, diagnostic assessment and support plan, as 
well as an inspection report and a Corrective Work Plan. 
 
Division 2  Interpretative Provisions 
 
Section 4 Definitions 
 

For the purposes of this by-law, unless the context indicates otherwise, the following terms mean: 

Competent Authority 

The person responsible for the Engineering Department, their duly designated representative, or any 
other public officer or agent designated by the municipal council. 

City 

City of Dorval 

Eligibility Application 

The application form to be completed and submitted to the Competent Authority in order to benefit from 
the Inspection Program. 

Applicant 

A natural or legal person who owns a building that has been affected by an Eligible Disaster and who 
has submitted a complete and compliant Eligibility Application during the Application Period of the 
Inspection Program. 

In the case of a condominium property, a duly signed proxy form from all co-owners must be attached to 
the Eligibility Application. 

Corrective Work Plan 

Document provided by the Authorized Agent within the context of the Inspection Program that sets out 
the recommended work and improvements to be carried out by the Applicant following the inspection of 
the eligible building, with the aim of suggesting protective measures against the risks of flooding and 
sewer backups. 
 
If work has already been carried out by the Applicant following the Eligible Disaster, the Authorized Agent 
must indicate in the report that such work would have been included in the Corrective Work Plan had it 
not already been completed, so that it may be deemed eligible within the context of the Subsidy Program 
for Priority Flood and Sewer Backup Protection Work. 
 

Authorized Agent 

Company or specialist mandated by the City to perform the requisite inspections, diagnostic 
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assessments and follow-ups, as well as to prepare and provide recommendations, the detailed 
inspection report, and the Corrective Work Plan within the context of the Inspection Program.  

 
Proof of Damages 
 
A photograph, video, professional report, or invoice demonstrating and detailing the damage to the 
eligible building resulting from an Eligible Disaster. 
 
Eligible Disaster 

Disaster resulting from water damage caused by flooding or a sewer backup arising exclusively from the 
torrential rainfall of August 9, 2024 or July 13, 2025 within the territory of the City. 

 
Division 3  General Provisions 

 
Section 5 Territory of application 
 
The Inspection Program applies to the entire territory of the City. 
 
Section 6 Application period 
 
The Inspection Program begins on April 1, 2026, and ends once 400 eligible applications have been 
approved by the Competent Authority, namely 200 applications for the year 2026 and 200 applications 
for the year 2027. 
 
All Eligibility Applications must be received by the Competent Authority no later than December 31, 2027. 
 
Section 7 Inspection authority 
 
The Competent Authority and its Authorized Agent are authorized to enter, visit, and examine any 
property, both inside and outside, for the purposes of applying this by-law. 
 
 

CHAPTER II INSPECTION PROGRAM  
 
Division 1 Eligibility 
 
Section 8 Eligible buildings 
 

All main buildings existing at the time of the coming into force of this by‑law, located within the territory 
of the City, and meeting the following conditions, are eligible for the Inspection Program: 
 

a) The ground floor and basement are occupied by one or more of the following use groups, in 
accordance with the applicable urban planning by-laws: 

 
1. Residential dwelling; 

 
2. Commercial use. 

 
b) The building was affected by an Eligible Disaster under this by-law. 

 
Section 9 Eligibility application 
 
Only one application may be submitted and approved per eligible building. 
 
To benefit from the Inspection Program, the Applicant must: 
 

a) Submit to the Competent Authority a complete and compliant Eligibility Application; 
 

b) Provide the following supporting documents with their Eligibility Application:  
 

1. Proof of notification of damages sent to the City along with Proof of Damages; OR 
 

2. Proof of a claim submitted to the City accompanied by Proof of Damages; OR 
 

3. Proof of a claim submitted to an insurance company accompanied by Proof of Damages; 
OR 

 
4. Any other Proof of Damages demonstrating the occurrence of the Eligible Disaster beyond 

any reasonable doubt. 
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c) Accept and undertake to comply with the following conditions: 

 
1. The Applicant consents to share with the City all information, evidence, and documents 

collected or produced within the context of the Inspection Program; 
2. The Applicant authorizes the City to use the information, evidence, and documents 

collected and produced within the context of the Inspection Program for municipal 
purposes; 

3. In the event of the sale of the property, the Applicant undertakes to provide the purchaser 
with all information, evidence, and documents collected or produced within the context of 
the Inspection Program. 
 

 
Section 10 False, inaccurate, or incomplete information 
 
An Applicant who provides information that renders their Eligibility Application false, inaccurate, or 
incomplete loses the benefit of the Inspection Program and must reimburse the City for the full value of 
the services provided. The Applicant may not submit a new application. 
 
Section 11 Availability and Cooperation 
 
The City reserves the right to invalidate any Eligibility Application if the owner or their representative fails 
to cooperate, including but not limited to the following situations: 
 

a) The Applicant cannot be reached despite at least three (3) attempts to contact them by the City 
or its Authorized Agent; 

 

b) The Applicant fails to be present for a property inspection appointment despite at least three (3) 

attempts by the City or its Authorized Agent;  
 

c) The Applicant fails to provide the information requested by the City or its Authorized Agent to 

carry out the diagnostic assessment of vulnerabilities, including but not limited to the detailed 

history of the Eligible Disaster, as well as all relevant documents and Proof of Damages 

necessary to understand its causes, within the deadlines established and confirmed in writing; 
 

d) A fee of $100 plus applicable taxes will be charged to the Applicant if the Authorized Agent 

travels to the property and the owner or their representative is not present. No further 

appointment will be scheduled until the invoice is paid in full. 
 
 
Division 2 Inspection Program Terms and Conditions 
 
Section 12 Services offered to the Applicant 
 
The Inspection Program provides the Applicant, free of charge, with: 
 

a) An initial inspection by the Authorized Agent to establish a diagnostic assessment of 
vulnerabilities related to the risks of flooding and sewer backups; 

 
b) A detailed inspection report describing observations and identified vulnerabilities, based on a risk 

analysis and the building’s history; 
 

c) The Corrective Work Plan identifying the corrective work to be carried out, prioritized according 
to the risk analysis.  

 
The Corrective Work Plan must also specify any work already completed by the Applicant 
following the Eligible Disaster which would have been included among the corrective work had it 
not already been completed, so that such work may be considered within the context of the 
Subsidy Program for Priority Flood and Sewer Backup Protection Work. 

 
Section 13 Eligible Costs 
 
The costs related to the services set out in section 12 shall be covered at 100% by the City for any 
Eligibility Application approved by the Competent Authority. 
 
 


