
ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS!

EN

CONTACT US

IMPORTANT  
NOTICE
The information provided in this leaflet is based 
on Zoning By-law RCM-60A-2015 of the City 
of Dorval and is published here for information 
purposes only. It does not replace the provisions 
contained in the official by-laws. 

Further standards may apply to certain lots 
(corner lot, lots in flood zones, heritage zone, etc). 
Please contact the Urban Planning Department  
for more information.

Urban Planning
City Hall
60 Martin Avenue
Dorval (Québec) H9S 3R4

Phone: 514 633-4018
Email: greenline@ville.dorval.qc.ca

DID YOU KNOW?
Tree felling is 
authorized by the City 
of Dorval under certain 
conditions by means 
of a certificate of 
authorization. Prepare 
your documents and 
submit your application 
to the Urban Planning 
Department. Make sure 
you have your permit in 
your possession before 
you start the work. 

TREE 
FELLING

SOME ADVICE
Attention! You are not permitted to prune a tree 
that is not on your own property. The Québec Civil 
Code governs disputes involving trees. 

DEFINITIONS

TREE
Any tree with a trunk diameter  
of at least:

	— 10 cm, mesured at 1.30 m (4' 3'')  
above grade level

or

	— 15 cm (6''), mesured at a maximum  
of 15 cm (6'') above grade level

TREE FELLING
Considered as tree felling operations  
are the removal of more than 20% of the 
living foliage of a tree, the removal or 
severing of more than 40% of the root 
system, the covering of the root system 
with 20 cm (8“) or more of backfill, and 
any other act leading to the elimination 
of a tree, such as the use of a toxic 
product in order to kill it, or making 
more or less continuous incisions or 
having such incisions made, around the 
trunk, in the bark, in the phloem (inner 
bark) or in the wood (girdling).

TREE FELLING THAT DOES NOT  
REQUIRE A PERMIT
The felling of a tree with a diameter of 
less than 10 cm (4’’), a shrub, or part or 
all of a cedar hedge does not require a 
certificate of authorization.

TREE MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS
A tree maintenance contractor, or 
arborist, must meet the standards 
of commercial members in the 
International Society of Arboriculture - 
Québec inc. (SIAQ) and must be 
registered with the City of Dorval 
in order to perform a tree felling or 
pruning operation. 

www.city.dorval.qc.ca



TREE PRUNING
	— All tree pruning must be performed by a tree 

maintenance contractor (arborist) registered1  
with the City; 

	— Maximum pruning authorized: 20%  
of the crown or living foliage. 

TREE FELLING

	> Felling of a tree is authorized  
in the following cases:

	— If it is dead or in a state of irreversible decay; 
	— If it is located within the construction area  

or within 3 m (6’ 11’’) of the construction area  
of a proposed structure or retaining wall; 

	— If it is located between 3 m (6’ 11’’) and  
5 m (16’ 5’’) from the construction area, on  
condition that it is replaced; 

	— If it constitutes a nuisance or is at risk of causing 
serious* damage to public or private property; 

	— If it is located within the construction area for a 
swimming pool or, in the front yard, within the 
construction area for accessory parking or a driveway 
to a building, but only if no other space is available 
elsewhere on the lot for such installations; 

	— If there is a risk of spreading a disease or an  
invasive exotic species. In this case however,  
it must be replaced; 

	— If it must be felled to provide an opening of 5 m  
(16’ 5’’) wide in the bank of a watercourse as access to 
the latter, when the slope of the bank is less than 30%.

REPLACEMENT OF A FELLED TREE

	> A felled tree must be replaced by a tree that 
meets the following conditions: 

	— Minimum height at maturity: 15 m (49’ 3’’); 
	— Minimum trunk diameter of a deciduous tree at the 

time of planting, measured at 0.3 m (1’) above grade 
level: 5 cm (2’’); 

	— Minimum height of a conifer at the time of planting, 
from the base of the trunk to the top of the highest 
branch: 2 m (6’ 7’’). 

OPERATIONS NOT PERMITTED 
	— Felling a tree, other than the exceptions  

listed previously; 
	— Pruning a tree; 
	— Girdling the trunk of a tree; 
	— Poisoning a tree or any action aimed  

at endangering its survival; 
	— Climbing a tree using climbing spikes.

PROTECTING TREES DURING CONSTRUCTION WORK 

	> When construction work is planned,  
the following conditions must be met  
prior to the work commencing:

	— A temporary fence must be erected on the periphery  
of every tree that will not be felled. This fence must  
be placed on the ground around the drip line of the 
tree branches*; 

	— Branches likely to be damaged must be protected  
or pruned; 

	— Roots thicker than 2 cm (1’’) present in the areas  
for excavation must be cut back;

	— Fences and protection measures must remain in place 
for the entire duration of the construction work.

* �Should it not be possible to cover the area of projection 
of the branches over the ground entirely, a means of 
protection must be installed on the trunk and a temporary 
layer of non-compacted mulch must be spread over this 
area to a thickness of at least 20 cm (8’’).

1.	� Contractor registration ensures that tree maintenance companies carry 
liability insurance, that employees are adequately trained, and that the 
standards set by the Commission des normes, de l’équité, de la santé et de 
la sécurité du travail (CNESST) are met.

TREE PLANTING

	> Trees required
Within twelve months of the issuance of a building 
permit for a main building, trees must be planted on a 
lot in accordance with the following principles: 

	— Minimum number of trees preserved or to be planted: 
one tree per 10 m (32’ 10’’) of the width of the lot. This 
width is measured starting at 3.5 m (3’ 11’’) from the 
minimum front setback set out in the chart for uses and 
standards. A minimum of one tree is required; 

	— Minimum number of trees in the front yard: 1; 
	— Minimum number of deciduous trees:  

50% of the trees required; 
	— Minimum diameter of a deciduous tree at the time  

of planting, measured at 0.3 m (1’) above grade level:  
5 cm (2’’); 

	— Minimum height of a conifer at the time of planting, 
measured from the base of the trunk to the top of the 
highest branch: 1.5 m (4’ 11’’). 

	> Location
Minimum distance of a tree from a fire hydrant,  
a service entrance or a lamppost: 2 m (6’ 7’’). 

	> Planting limits for certain species
	— Minimum distance for a poplar, willow or silver maple 

from the right-of-way on a public thoroughfare:  
7.5 m (24’ 7’’); 

	— Minimum distance for a poplar, willow or silver maple 
from a water supply pipe or sewer: 10 m (32’’10’).

Tree felling zones 
permitted during  
the construction  
of a structure 

Protection during  
the construction work

Tree planting and location

Area of installation 
for a swimming pool

Area of installation 
for the building 

Within 3 m (6’ 11’’) of 
the construction area 

for a building

The tree must  
be replaced if it  

is between 3 m (6’ 11’’) 
and 5 m (16’ 5’’) of  

the construction area  
for a building

Area of installation 
for a parking area  

or driveway 

3 m
(6' 11'')

5 m
(16' 5'')

Temporary 
fence 20 m (65' 8'')

(1 tree per 10 m =  
2 trees)

3.5 m  

(3' 11''
)

min. 
2 m (6' 7'')

min. 
1.5 m
(4' 11'')

min. 
5 cm
(2'')

N.B. �The measurements in feet and inches are provided as a guideline only.

* �Normal annoyances associated with the presence 
of trees, such as falling leaves, flowers or fruit, the 
presence of roots on the surface of the ground, the 
presence of insects or animals, shade, unpleasant 
odours, the oozing of sap or honeydew, and the release 
of pollen, do not constitute serious damage.


